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The  entomologists  are  to  have  the  floor  today.     They  are  the  men  who  make 
a  study  of  insects,  you  know,  and  they  are  the  men  for  housekeepers  to  turn  to 
when  ants  get    in  the  pantry  or  moths  make  headquarters  in  the  wardrohe.  The 
reason  I'm  calling  on  the  entomologists  is  that  letters  have  "been  coming  in 
thick  and  fast  this  week  about  insect  pests. 

For  example,  here  is  a  despairing  letter  from  a  lady  who  says  her  kitchen 
is  infested  with  ants.  And  what  is  worse,  here  is  another  troubled  query  from 
a  housekeeper  who  says  \  :r  v..c;-..  she  is  having  a  dreadful  time  with  cock- 

roaches. 

First,  let's  ask  the  entomologists  what  to  do  about  house  ants.     Dr.  A.  E. 
Back,  who  is  in  charge  of  research  on  household  insects  at  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  says  that  starvation  is  the  cheapest  and  most  effective  way  to 
control  house  ants.    He  says  ants  are  attracted  "by  such  foods  as  cake,  bread, 
sugar  and  neat.     If  you  remove  all  traces  of  food  from  your  pantry  and  kitchen, 
cleanup  all  cracks  and  corners  of  shelves  and  crawers  and  even  the  floor,  and 
.then  if  you  store  food  either  in  a  tight  refrigerator  or  in  tight  metal  insect- 
proof  containers,  ants  will  soon  leave  your  home. 

A  quick  way  to  destroy  ants  in  the  house  is  to  apply  gasoline  or  kerosene 
to  their  nest.    The  difficulty  here  £s  in  finding  the  nest.    Ants  make  their 
headquarters  in  all  sorts  of  places        behind  basehoards,  in  the  hollow  spaces 
Between  flooring,  in  masonry,  even  in  the  soil  under  or  near  the  house.  You 
can  sometimes  locate  the  nest  by  tracing  the  ants  back  to  the  point  where  they 
disappear.    Then  you  can  use  a  syringe  or  an  oil-can  and  shoot  gasoline  or 
kerosene  in  at  this  point.     But  the  entomologists  warn  that  when  you  use  these 
inflammable  liquids,  you  need  to  take  precautions  against  fire. 

Baits  to  kill  ants  are  effective  particularly  when  the  colonies  are  few 
and  small.    Poison  baits  will  kill  not  only  the  ants  that  do  the  foraging  but 
also  the  queen  ant    and  the  young  ants  in  the  nest  who  are  fed  "by  the  foragers, 
out  poison  baits  have  the  disadvantage  of  being  dangerous  around  a  house  where 
children  or  pets  are  likely  to  find  them.     A  safer  ha.it,  but  one  that  is  not  so 
effective  against  ants,   is  a  sweet  bait  to  attract  ants  which  may  then  he 
destroyed  by  dropping  in  boiling  water. 

The  entomologists  suggest  several  poison  baits  which  they  have  found 
ective.    One  mixture  is  a  sugar-and-water  sirup  containing  sodium  arsenate. 
-ae  a  half  oound  of  sugar,  a  pint  of  water  and  65  grains  of  sodium  arsenate, 
and  strain  the  mixture.     When  cool,  moisten  a  sponge  with  it  and  place 
ear  where  the  ants  have  "been  swarming.     The  ants  will  carry  this  back  to 
e  next  and  destroy  both  themselves  and  the  stay-at-homes  in  the  colony. 
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You  can  make  a  very  simple  po ison-bait  mixture  by  dissolving  U  ounces  of 

sugar  in  1  quart  of  wate:-  ;  nd    aiding  a  half  ounce  of  tartar  emetic.     Ants  with 

an  anpetite  for  grease  will  be  attracGed  to  another  simple  poison-bait  — 

a  piece  of  bacon  rind  with  small  quantities  of  tartar  emetic  worked  into  it. 

As  I  said,  a  non-poisonous  bait  is  safer  when  children  and  animals  are 
about,  but  not  as  effective  in  reducing  the  ant  population.    Moisten  a  sponge 
with  any  sweet  sirup  and  place  it  near  the  ants'  runway.     When  numerous  ants 
have  collected  on  the  sponge,  drop  the  sponge,  ants  and  all,   into  boiling  water. 
This  will  cut  down  the  numbers  of  the  ants  but  will  not  affect  the  queen  or  the 
young  ants  in  the  nest  who  soon  will  be  out  foraging  themselves. 

So  much  for  ants.     Now  to  answer  the  lady  who  is  troubled  by  cockroaches 
or  "water  Bugs"  as  she  calls  them.     Most  of  us  know  this  disagreeable  pest  at 
least  by  sight.     These  flat, dark,  slippery  insects  that  scurry  away  to  the 
nearest  crack  for  safety  and  have  a  rapid,  scurrying  nervous  gait  are  familiar 
pests  of  pantries  and  kitchens  where  they  can  find  both  warmth  and  food.  They 
are  often  thick  in  the  oven  rooms  of  bakeries  where  the  temperature  is  unusually 
farm.    The  entomologists  report  that  roaches  always  thrive  best  in  a  warm  place, 
so  the  farther  South  you  live,  the  more  likely  you  are  to  have  trouble  with 
them.    During  the  day  they  hide  behind  baseboards  or  in  cracks  and  go  abroad 
at  night  in  search  of  food. 

Roaches  aren't  very  particular  about  their  menus.    They  feed  on  almost 
any  dead  animal  matter,  on  cereal  products  and  food  of  all  sorts.     They  will 
eat  their  own  cast  skins  and  egg  cases  and  sometimes  other  roaches.     They  some- 
times eat  woolens  and  the  leather  in  shoes  and  furniture,  even  cloth  and 
leather  bindings.    But  an  even  more  disagreeable  trait  of  the  roach  is  that 
it  soils  everything  it  touches  and  leaves  a  sickening  and  very  stubborn  odor 
behind  him  on  shelves,  dishes  and  food. 

The  entomologists  say  that  it  is  no  disgrace  to  find  a  roach  in  your  home 
but  it  is  usually  a  reflection  on  your  housekeeping  if  roaches  thrive  under 
your  roof.    Roaches  can  come  in  in  so  many  different  ways.     They  are  natural 
travelers,  the  entomologists  say.    But  unless  they  find  plenty  of  food  and 
comfortable  quarters,  they  won't  stay  long.    As  in  the  case  of  house  ants, 
starvation  is  an  effective  way  to  oust  them.     Keen  your  kitchen  absolutely 
clean  and  free  from  spilled  food  or  crumbs  or  flour  in  cracks.     Store  your 
food  in  tight  tin  boxes.    Be  sure  all  garbage  containers  are  covered  and  all 
sinks  and  drains  clean. 

The  entomologists  have  found  that  sodium  fluoride  dusted  about  on  shelves 
is  an  effective  poison  against  roaches.     But  this  is  dangerous  to  use  when 
cnildren  and  pets  are  around.     Powdered  borax  and  pyrethrum  are  other  sub- 
stances that  have  proved  effective  as  roach  repellents. 

But  in  the  case  of  both  ants  and  roaches,  cleanliness  is  the  most  effec- 
tive and  cheapest  remedy. 
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